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As in the case of the Aryans, the incursion of the Muslims
into India was also spread over centuries. We often think
of the Arab invasion of Sind in the beginning of the eighth
century a.d. as the first appearance of the Muslims on the
Indian stage. Sind became part of the Caliphate of Bagdad
in 712 a.d. and like other areas under Arab occupation was
largely free from religious persecution or interference with
the normal life of the people. The Caliph's dominion over
Sind did not last very long but for about two centuries
independent Muslim chiefs ruled the country*

Sind may have been the first Muslim principality in
India but their first outposts in the country had been
established almost a hundred years earlier in the far sotith.
There was perhaps no sustained attempt at military con-
quest, but- as early as 637 a.d. an attack was made on
Thana (near Bombay). Other rich ports in western India
had also attracted Arab notice, but in the main they came
as traders and stayed on to found colonies on the Malabar
coast. In fact, it is generally accepted that the immediate
purpose of the Arab invasion of Sind was to safeguard trade
, routes with south India and Ceylon. In course of time the
Arabs became a considerable force in these regions. Along
with trade in goods, there was also commerce in ideas*
It has been suggested that one of the reasons for the efflores-
cence of religious and philosophical activity in this southern-
most corner of India in the eighth and succeeding centuries
was the impact of a new and alien force on the indigenous
culture.

Except in tnese two centres of Arab influence, the large
majority of Muslims who came to India at different times
were Turks, Afghans of many varieties, and Persians.
Many of them were recent converts to Islam and had
imbibed only some of the externals of Muslim culture.
This did not prevent them from regarding themselves
as the standard bearers of Islam. Many of the Hindu
temples were great repositories of wealth. They were also